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WHY ARCHAEOLOGY? 


Perhaps the mark, which helps to distinguish archi- 
tects or eminent members of other professions from 
leaders in business, is that impression of background— 
education—call it what you will—one feels in their 
presence. True it is that one may be annoyed by the 
limitation of their knowledge in their special field. Never- 
theless the fact that they do possess such a fund uncon- 
sciously leads the layman to place confidence in them as 
members of their profession. What would law be without 
its case system? You may hold, for the sake of argument, 
that lawyers would be a less pettifogging tribe if they 
threw overboard most of their antiquated precedents, and 
started from scratch. Not entirely so, for every year 
even Supreme Courts, with one eye on the immense moun- 
tain chain of precedents back of them, will pronounce a 
novel decision, which strangely enough will fit into the 
necessities of modern civilization. 

We all know and respect modern science for its extra- 
ordinarily fertile researches and startling discoveries. Yet, 
none of the advances which these professions have shown 
in the last hundred years would have been possible without 
the groundwork begun by an Esculapius or a Leonardo, 
and built up in the succeeding generations with greater 
acceleration. [he eminent specialist may not necessarily 
use the findings of a Harvey or a Pasteur but as a student 
he has plodded the whole road and familiarized himself 
with its landscape so thoroughly as to be able to continue 
building a wider causeway in his own time, profiting by 
both the mistakes and discoveries which lay along the way. 
He will ever be conscious of the fact that he is a possessor 
of knowledge without which no progress is possible. It 
If he becomes lost or confused in 
the midst of the complexities of modern life, he goes back 
to more familiar landmarks and makes a start in a dif- 
He is a thinker. Facts, dates, anti- 
quated experiments do not necessarily interest him in 
themselves but the novelty and daring of attack, and 
processes of thought which prompted them will arouse 
him. He may disagree, but the very disagreement is a 
sign of vitality, provided he will build on it. 


gives him bearings. 


ferent direction. 


In our chosen profession of architecture we are proud, 
just as proud as might be an astronomer, or a doctor, in 
their respective choices. We know that building is an art, 
and that throughout the ages it has been the woven fab- 
ric of peoples and civilizations. Cultures are expressed 
in the different styles which remain as mute histories of 
But our pride in the beau- 
ties of these reminders has been dangerous. For too long 
have we recognized and imitated only their beauties and 


forgone their science. 


civilizations now long past. 


To equip himself for the exigencies of modern practice, 
the student must undergo a systematic, scientific prepara- 
tion. Some of it may appear obsolete and dull; neverthe- 
less, if he plods through it, he should not be the loser, for 
his critical faculty and judgment cannot fail but be sharp- 
ened by it. For these general considerations does the 


Beaux-Arts Institute still consider Archaeology as a fac- 


1934 


BY L. BANCEL LA FARGE 


tor in education. It may be called the alphabet of archi- 
tecture, whereas the elements of design, and construction 
are its vocabulary and grammar. The actual facts so 
laboriously learned eventually become digested, and assim- 
ilated to build the stamina of modern architectural thought. 

Why should archaeology interest us? Above all be- 
cause, into whatever age we delve, architecture is the 
definite expression of the spirit and life of these times. If 
we enlarge our understanding of human nature and its 
effects on civilization by a critical survey of the past, are 
we not equipping ourselves to gauge the relation of our 
own architecture to the exigencies of the modern world? 
Merely to follow the logic which led to such structural 
inventions as the arch, or the groin vault or the mechan- 
ics of a mediaeval drawbridge is a good mental exercise. 
Continue that exercise beyond archaeology, accelerate it to 
the modern tempo, feed it on the varied knowledge of 
the day, and the possessor of it should be a thoroughly 
equipped modern. Who knows but that his genius may 
inspire him, with the latest equipment and materials at 
hand, to adapt the heating system of a Roman Bath to 
the modern building, and in such a way possibly simplify 
the whole problem of heating? 

In studying archaeology the opportunities are endless 
for familiarity with the architectural expression of dif- 
ferent materials. This is one of the primary problems of 
to-day, as it was in all the great ages of history. “To study 
the application of brick or concrete to Roman design, is to 
begin to learn that of steel to modern design. At any 
rate, the modern designer will have no confused notions 
of their opposite natures. As much may be said of the 
very moot question of functional design. The critical 
faculty of the student may readily be aroused by the 
slow evolution of the vault from its simplest beginnings to 
It should sharpen his 
perception to find the moment in the Gothic style when 
function gave way to ornament and sham. He may there- 
by become alert to that very danger in the evolution of 


its most elaborate culmination. 


contemporary styles, and profit for once by the mistakes 
of the past. These are the basic principles involved in 
archaeological study. They should be broadening, far 
from confining, crabbed, dead. The Committee on Edu- 
cation especially desires the student to approach his ‘‘Ar- 
chaeo” projects with these thoughts in mind. No slavish 
imitation or copying is necessarily to be commended. Even 
if the student should be prompted to depart from prece- 
dents he may do so provided he does it in the absolute 
spirit of the style he is tackling. To enable him to project 
himself into the great periods of the past and to un- 
derstand their very essence is a preparation for entering 
eventually into the spirit of modern life, and capturing 
its expression. To follow the logic in ingenious solu- 
tions of ancient problems is preparing to solve the riddles 
of the future. To become an adept in the appropriate 
use of ancient materials is to become a wizard with those 
of the future. To recognize honesty and truth in ancient 
work is to preserve one’s integrity in modern design. 
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“AN INTERNATIONAL ATHLETIC CENTRE”’ 


As an aftermath of the World War a majority of the 
nations of the world appear to be periodically at odds 
with one another, and harassing and distressing differ- 
ences in respect to universal peace and international set- 
tlements appear to be the order of the day. 

There is one field of endeavor, however, in which they 
all meet on common ground—international athletic com- 
petition. 

Athletic prowess, down through the ages, from an- 
tiquity almost to present times was looked upon as 
indicative of a nation’s virility and might, and even today 
the nations of the world are not without a feeling of 
pride and a sense of elation in their athletic achievements. 

Therefore, taking into account this situation, it is pro- 
posed to erect an international forum to be known as the 
International Athletic Centre where the Olympic Games, 
when they occur in the United States, and all other con- 
tests including the Inter-Collegiate and Inter-Scholastic 
meetings may be held. 

A tract of land, flat or slightly sloping and adequate 
for the purpose, is assumed to be set aside in close prox- 
imity to one of the large cities on the Atlantic seaboard, 
having both land and water facilities for track and water 
events, respectively. 

The important elements of the plan are as follows: 


The Great Stadium 

The Swimming Stadium 

The Boxing Stadium 

The Art Exhibition Building 

The Auditorium 

A Court of Honor 

The Boat Race Stadium 
Administration Building 

Training Quarters for Men Contestants 
Training Quarters for Women Contestants 
10. Practice Gymnasium 

11. Practice Swimming Pool 

12. Hospital 


ESS ORI ET Sone Wom 


In addition to the above a comprehensive system of 
adequate and convenient circulation for the vast multi- 
tude of visitors is necessary with accompanying stations 
of control. 

Parking areas need not be shown in their entirety on 
the plan but must be taken into consideration in ref- 
erence to their location and access in relation to the main 
features of the plan. 

Restaurants, cafeterias, and an hotel, for the conve- 
nience of visitors, shall be included as minor elements in 
the composition, 

Parking areas for officials, contestants, and their coaches 
and trainers must be provided within the tract. 

The recent Xth Olympiad held at Los Angeles, at- 
tracted 1,503 contestants from 40 nations in track and 
field events alone. 

Art exhibits and other entries were received from 31 
nations. 

Inasmuch as it is the intent that the structures to be 
erected will be of a substantial nature and built of per- 
manent materials, free scope is allowed to the competitor 
in architectural expression consistent with sound practi- 
cal requirements. 

It is assumed that sculpture related to sports and ath- 
letics will find a setting in the scheme. 

The entire tract of land is to be appropriately land- 
scaped. "The dimensions of this tract are limited by the 
size of the final sheet which is 54” by 78”. 

1. The Great Stadium 

The Great Stadium in which will be held all track 
and field events, etc., will accommodate a track of four 
laps to the mile. This feature will occupy an approxi- 
mate area 270 by 585 feet exclusive of the straight-away. 

This Stadium which is to have a seating capacity for 
at least 100,000 people need not be over 1,300 feet in 
length by 750 feet in width. 

The flat area between the lowest seat banks should be 
approximately 350 feet in width. 
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It is suggested that at one end the seat banks be elimi- 
nated to allow for an open and monumental architectural 
treatment through which the great ceremonial processions 
and various other features connected with the games may 
have dignified access to the Arena. 

A Tribune of Honor for the international Olympic 
Committee will be a feature of the Stadium. 

Suitable minor entrances will be arranged at intervals 
around the perimeter of this structure to afford conve- 
nient access and rapid egress for the spectators. 


2. The Swimming Stadium 

This feature is to contain a 50-meter pool about 165 
feet by 80 feet, with sufficient marginal area to allow easy 
circulation for the many contestants. 

This Stadium is to accommodate between 15,000 and 
25,000 spectators and though open to the air should be 
provided with a building at one end for the use of the 
contestants and judges. 

This structure may occupy roughly an area 375 feet 
by 500 feet exclusive of space for a reasonable amount of 
additional circulation and other architectural features at 
the option of the competitor. 


3. The Boxing Stadium 

In this Stadium will be featured the more individual 
events such as boxing, wrestling, fencing, weight lifting, 
etc. 

The area devoted to this structure may be approxi- 
mately similar to that for the Swimming Stadium. 

This building may be open or roofed at the option of 
the competitor. 


4. The Art Exhibition Building 

At the Xth Olympiad approximately 1,500 entries 
divided among 31 nations were exhibited. These con- 
sisted of Painting, Sculpture, Architecture (drawings, 
models and photographs), Textiles, etc. 

As this feature received much popular attention, it is 
assumed that a fair sized building will be required, but 
latitude is left to the competitor in this respect. 


5. The Auditorium 
National and International competitions in Music and 
Literature would also be held, and an auditorium seating 
about 5,000 persons with suitable stage and other depen- 
dencies will also find its place in the plan. 
This building may be combined with the Art Exhibi- 


tion Building at the option of the competitor. 


6. A Court of Honor 
A Court of Honor to provide a setting for the various 
adjacent buildings is to be treated formally and is to be 
suitably embellished with sculpture, planting, etc. 
The Olympic Torch which is kept lighted during the 
games may be featured here though this location is not 


JURY OF AWARD 


Joseph H. Freedlander, Leader Otto R. Eggers 

Chester H. Aldrich Frederick G. Frost 

A. F. Brinckerhoff William Gehron 
Archibald M. Brown Arthur Loomis Harmon 


mandatory, if some other, equally suitable and impressive, 
is chosen by the competitor. 
7. The Boat Race Stadium 
Facilities for spectators at the boat races, tiers of seats 
and a Judges’ Stand, etc., will be erected along the river 
bank from which the finish of the boat races may be ob- 
served; number of spectators to be accommodated is 
optional. 
Boat houses may also be located in this vicinity in such 
a manner as not to interfere with a view of the races. 
8. Administration Building 
An Administration Building in which all official and 
business functions will be concentrated need not be large 
in size but should be located conveniently in respect to 
the other important elements of the plan. 


9. Training Quarters for Men Contestants 
Training Quarters for Women Contestants 


A number of reservations will be provided and allotted 
to the various nations competing. 

On these reservations standard type groups of build- 
ings sufficient to accommodate possibly 2,500 residents 
will be erected consisting of Dormitories, a Dining Hall, 
Kitchens, and several cottages for coaches and a director 
of each national group of contestants. 

Several of these reservations may be allotted to each 
of the larger nations which may enter a greater number 
of contestants. 

Separate establishments are to be arranged for men 
and women. 

In connection with the resident contestants’ quarters, 
and placed at convenient locations will be Lounge, Build- 
ings, Police Stations, Telegraph and Post Offices. 


10. Practice Gymnasium ; 

A Practice Gymnasium protected from the weather 
will be located conveniently to the training quarters. 
This building will contain besides a large hall, the usual 
dressing rooms and several smaller rooms for individual 
coaching of contestants. 

Some areas in the place may be found available for 
practice fields but it is assumed that fields for national 
group practice will be found in other parts of the adjacent 
city. 

11. Practice Swimming Pool 

A Practice Swimming Pool containing a 50-meter pool 
(about 165 feet) 6 lanes wide, and the usual dressing 
rooms will also be provided. 

12. Hospital 

Inasmuch as accidents may occur not only among con- 
testants but also among spectators, a hospital containing 
wards and a clinic for superficial and emergency treat- 
ments must be provided. 
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27TH Paris PRIZE AND First MEDAL 


M. W. Kleinman, New York University, Pupil of Lloyd Morgan. 


FIRST MEDAL 


R. Ayers, Yale University, Pupil of Frederic C. Hirons, Placed 
Second. 

Ten Wi eh Princeton University, Pupil of Jean Labatut, Placed 
Third. 

H. A. Gnerre, Mt. Vernon, New York, Pupil of Lloyd Morgan. 


CRITIQUE 


A preliminary inspection of the drawings submitted in 
this most important competition of the year brought 
forth the highest commendations and expressions of sat- 
isfaction from the Jury on the serious way in which the 
several projets had been studied and presented. 

Much deliberation and even detailed comparison of 
the important component parts of the various projets 
submitted was necessary to finally determine the result. 

The prize-winning drawings as presented by M. 
W. Kleinman evidenced a clear conception and grasp of 
the program. His great stadium, although somewhat at 
variance with his preliminary sketch, was excellent in 
form and in its final conception in strict adherence with 
the program in that an adequate and impressive entrance 
was provided for ceremonial processions and competing 
athletes. Each separate feature of the plan was worked 
out as a problem in itself, well adapted for its individual 
purpose, and grouped with a sufficient, though not too 
slavish, an attempt at symmetry. 

Alternate submitted by R. Ayers was extremely 
well considered, well presented, and the most careful 
attention evidently was given to the utility, purpose, and 
facilities of each separate building in the group. The 
excellent circulation was commented upon, though with 
the reservation that it seemed a distinct variation from 
his preliminary sketch. An important feature, the pro- 
cessional entrance to the great stadium was unfortunately 
very much subordinated to the extremely impressive but 
huge portal to the Tribune of Honor. 

Third place submitted by L. W. Smith. This 
submission was in many ways an excellent answer to the 
program. The plan was particularly well organized and 
presented with studied attention to balance of the com- 
ponent parts and their axial relations. Detailed compari- 
son, however, brought to light several points which pro- 
duced an unfavorable reaction on the part of the Jury, 
viz., the obvious attempt to balance the swirnmming sta- 
dium with the boxing stadium to the detriment in efficient 
arrangement of the latter; the access for the athletes to 
the great stadium by means of an extraordinarily long 
and narrow tunnel. Several members of the Jury also 
voiced some criticism of the elevation with a feeling that 
the series of tall piers might better have been omitted 


G. T. Licht, Atelier Licht, New York City, Pupil of George A. 

Licht. 

K. J. Heidrich, Oklahoma Agric. & Mechanical College, Pupil of 
Camille Grapin of Carnegie Institute of Technology. 


C. L. Macchi, New York University, Pupil of Lloyd Morgan. 


BY OTTO R. EGGERS 


entirely. “They felt, however, that the contestant was to 
be commended for a very creditable submission. 

The submission of H. Gnerre. Here again the 
fault so apparent in Mr. Ayers’ projet manifested itself 
even to a greater degree. In order not to sacrifice many 
of the most desirable seats the opportunity of a monu- 
mental ceremonial entrance to the stadium was entirely 
lost. Though it was not mentioned in the program as 
being mandatory, attention to this feature and its proper 
location would have reacted favorably on the entire com- 
position. “The plan in general was well considered as to 
access of athletes and spectators. “The swimming stadium 
was criticized in that the arrangement of seats at the 
end of a pool has little value. 

Submission of G, i. Wicht: 


spection of this excellently presented set of drawings 


On preliminary in- 


several features were immediately pointed out as subject 
to criticism. The great stadium was too long to be 
satisfactory for its purpose and the Loge for the Tribune 
of Honor as located would be too far from the center of 
activities. Both the swimming and boxing stadia though 
excellently located were not well considered as to eff- 
cient arrangement of seating for their individual pur- 
pose. There was also some criticism of the rather unin- 
teresting arrangement of the quarters for the contestants. 
With these exceptions the plan was well commended for 
its workability and orderly arrangement. 

Submission of C. L. Macchi—A very similar parti 
to that submitted by H. Gnerre, and the same gen- 
eral criticism would apply with the* further observation 
that the boat race stadium seems not to be as attractively 
related to the group as in the plan by Gnerre. 

Submission of K. J. Heidrich—The great stadium 
in this submission impressed the Jury as being par- 
ticularly unfortunate in shape though probably practical 
enough considering the levels assumed as existing. This 
excessive change in level from the parking space to the 
general circulation around the building, however, seemed 
to the Jury to be impractical and would have reacted 
seriously against the selection of such a site for this par- 
ticular purpose. This projet showed an interesting Court 
of Honor which could have been improved with the loca- 
tion of the Olympic torch developed further. 
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SCULPTURE 


FINAL PROGRAM 


THE ELEVENTH PARIS PRIZE IN SCULPTURE 


‘‘A STATION OF THE CROSS” 


The Stations of the Cross are used extensively in all 
In the 
interior of a newly erected Catholic Church, which is 
simple in design and devotional in character, it is pro- 
posed to carve in stone the fourteen Stations of the Cross 
on the piers now existing in the church edifice. Slabs of 
stone of sufficient size have been provided for the carving 
of these panels which are to be embedded in the piers 
flush with their surface, with no part of the slab project- 


Catholic Churches as an incentive to prayer. 


ing, as illustrated on the accompanying print. The light- 


JURY OF AWARD 


Gaetano Cecere Leader 
A. F. Brinckerhoff 
Ulric H. Fllerhusen 
John Flanagan 
William Gehron 


Philip L. Goodwin 
Ely Jacques Kahn 
Ernest W. Keyser 


Lee Laurie 


PRELIMINARY COMPETITION 


AWARDS 


COOPER UNION: 
FIRST MENTION PLACED: J. Mather. 
mention: E. M. Smith, E. Key-Oberg, I. Feltman, B. Feldman. 


No Awarp: l. 


JOHN HERRON ART INSTITUTE: 
menTIon: A. Lauck. 
NO AWARD: 3. 


FINAL COMPETITION 
AWARDS 


ELEVENTH PARIS PRIZE IN SCULPTURE 
J. M. McIntosh, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design. 


SILVER MEDAL AND $100.00 
A. Wein, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, Placed Second. 


BRONZE MEDAL AND $50.00 
F. DeLorenzo, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, Placed Third. 


ing is indirect and the panels must be clear and distinct 
in design in order to be legible at a moderate distance. 

The competitor is to select one of the fourteen Stations. 
The number and scale of the figures used for the design 
are optional, but the title and number of the Station must 
be incorporated in the design of his panel. 

The problem, therefore, is to design a Station, suitable 
for carving in stone, the dimensions of which are 2’6” by 
3’0”, and the relief of which is not to exceed three inches 
in depth. 


JUDGMENTS OF APRIL 3 AND JUNE 4, 1934 


Edward McCartan 
Charles G. Peters 
Hardie Phillip 
Charles Rudy 


Alexander Sambugnac 
Henry R. Sedgwick 
William Van Alen 
John V. Van Pelt 
Wheeler Williams 


51 SKETCHES SUBMITTED 


YALE UNIVERSITY: 

FIRST MENTION: J. A. Batty. 

mention: K. A. Gibson, R. Barger, E. Dupen. 
NO AWARD: 4. 


20 MODELS SUBMITTED 


FIRST MENTION PLACED AND $25.00 
M. Monteleone, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, Placed Fourth. 


FIRST MENTION AND $10.00 


P. Diana, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, Placed Fifth. 
M. Hebald, Beaux-Arts Institute of Design, Placed Sixth. 


ANNUAL PRIZES 


FOR THE BEST COMPOSITION DURING THE YEAR 
EXCLUSIVE OF THE PARIS PRIZE 


SILVER MEDAL AND $50.00 
J. A. Batty, Yale University. 
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BRONZE MEDAL AND $25.00 
D. D. Grainger, Yale University. 
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